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Good afternoon! I’'m so pleased to be here with you this afternoon.

Professor Niu invited me to come talk with you about my research into the early
history of Yenching University—specifically what role the Yenching College for
Woman played in the establishment and success of Yenching University—and what
I’'ve learned using the Peking University Archives.

First of all, this is not a lecture. OK? This is just a talk, a sharing. | hope it will be
informative and fun.

| would like to divide this talk into three main parts, with discussion and questions at
the end.

First, | will give you some background as to why | am studying this. How did | get
interested in Yenching University?

Second, Why have | come to BeiDa to use the BeiDa Archives? What have | been
looking for? What was my initial thesis? What have | discovered? And how has what |
have found changed my initial thesis?

This will give me an opportunity to share with you my thoughts on historical
research—history vs. her-story—using Yenching University and Yenching College for
Women as an example.

Third, I'll show you some fun photographs I've found in the Archives of Yenching
University in the late 1920s and early 1930s, and see what’s still here on the BeiDa
campus Now.

Finally, | hope there is time for Q&A.

OK? Let’s begin. If | speak too quickly or you don’t understand something, please let
me know. This isn’t a lecture—it’s like a conversation—so feel free to ask questions.

How did I get interested in Yenching University?

My grandmother. My grandmother taught chemistry at Yenching University in 1923-
24, the year before she was married. As a child, | was fascinated by the Chinese
artifacts in her home—porcelain figurines, paintings, tapestries, rugs, rice bowls—
and when | was old enough to understand that there was a country called China, |
decided at a very early age | wanted to go there.



Unfortunately, at the time, the US and China had no diplomatic relationship so | had
no hope of going to China until my junior year in college in 1979 (yes, I’'m very old).
So immediately the summer of 1979 | started studying Chinese at UC Berkeley with
the first Chinese teachers from Mainland China to come to the US in 50 years!

After | graduated from college, | was too poor to go to China as a tourist, and wasn’t
an expert in anything, so | decided to get my master’s degree in teaching English and
in 1982 | went with a group of teachers from UCLA to Guangzhou, # [l| K=
(ZhongShanDaXue) at the Ministry of Education’s F=iE$27)I| H(»
(YingYuPeiXunZhongXin) to teach English to brilliant graduate students in science—
biology, chemistry, physics—who were going to the US for their PhDs. | taught there
for 1 year and then taught English at & B K& (Fudan University) in Shanghai for
another year. | went to Cornell University to study law, married my husband—a
biochemist | had met at ZhongShanDaXue!—had 2 children and the whole family
moved to Hong Kong in 1993 when my law firm opened a branch there.

All this time | was becoming more interested in finding out about my grandmother’s
experience in China. | had copies of all the letters she had written to her fiancée
when she was teaching at Yenching. | also discovered that her mother, my great-
grandmother (22 4pH£F zhengwaizumu) Corabel Tarr Boyd, was instrumental in
establishing the Yenching College for Women. In the early 1920s a group of American
Christian Women raised USS3million to build 7 Christian colleges for women in Asia—
3 in China —Yenching, Ginling, QiRu (F &5, €%, FE2 L FEZF ), 3 in Indiaand 1in
Japan. After their daughter’s experience at Yenching in 1923, Corabel and her
husband, William Boyd, personally contributed US$100,000 to build a gymnasium for
women at Yenching University as well as scholarships for women to study physical
education.

My husband, Xie Yong, was a visiting professor at BeiDa in January 1998 and the
whole family moved to Beijing. The kids went to BeiDa FuXiao and | began my
research in the Archives—the first foreigner to be allowed into the Archives in 50
years! That was because the President of BeiDa at the time, President Chen JiaEr, was
a friend of my husband’s, as was the head of the Library, Professor Lin BeiDian (also a
history professor). So they got me into the Archives to begin my research in the
Yenching Archives which are still here!

You are all too young to remember but that year, 1998, was BeiDa’s 100"
Anniversary. And President Chen JiaEr invited my mother and me to represent or
family’s contribution to BeiDa at the 100*" anniversary celebration in the Great Hall of



the People. [The BeiDa celebrations were held in front of the former Boyd
Gymnasium for Women, donated by my great grandparents.]

Unfortunately, | had to discontinue my research when the US accidentally bombed
the Chinese embassy in Belgrade, but the then Vice President Hao Bin (also a
professor in the History Department) told me, “Take the long view, like we Chinese
do. There will be a time when you can come back and continue your research.”

| really didn’t think much more about it until a year and % ago when my cousin, Ginny
Rowan Smith, emailed me and said she wanted to visit BeiDa and would | show her
around? She and | share the same great grandparents and she wanted to learn more
about what William and Corabel Boyd had done in China.

So | got back in touch with Professor Niu and he arranged for us to meet with
President Hao Ping (also originally a professor in the History Department). They
arranged for me to become a visiting scholar in the History Department for 3 months
to return to my research in the Arhives. We also met with Director Yuan Ming of the
Yenching Academy. We were amazed and delighted to discover that this Academy is
built directly underneath the original Boyd Gymnasium for women and occupies
some of the former women’s dormitories that my great-grandparents helped to
build! So cool!



Heather and Ginny in front of the former “Boyd Gymnasium for Women”



Steps leading to lecture hall and
gathering spaces for Yenching Academy
under the “Boyd Gymnasium.”

So thanks to Professor Niu and President Hao Ping, I’'m back!



2. So, what did | come to the Archives to find out? What was my initial thesis?
What have | discovered? And how has what | have found changed my initial thesis?

| started this whole project with primary source material that | had already—all my
grandmother’s letters that she wrote to her fiancée and her mother the year she was
in China. And | have Corabel Tarr Boyd'’s letters from when she was in Beijing in 1929
for the Opening Ceremony of Yenching University.

| also had newspaper articles about Corabel when she was young—she was the first
secretary of the International YWCA and had traveled to China and India in the late
1890s before she was married! And Wellesley College, a women’s college in
Massachusetts that was a sister college to the Yenching College for Women,
published many articles about Yenching. Here’s an example from May 3, 1923 “Letter
from Yenching Thanks Wellesley for Gift”:



RUSSIAN LIFE RECEIVES NEW
INTERPRETATION

The Road to Calvary. By Alexey Tol
stoy. New York, Boni and Liveright.
The Revolution which convulsed

Russia in 1917 is still so little under-

stood with all its complexity of class

hatred, deep-rooted social forces, and
awakening peasant consciousness that
such a book as The Road To Calvary is
important merely for the interpreta-
tion it gives of the tempestuous times
which culminated in social anarchy.

Alexey Tolstoy, the author and a

relative of Leo Tolstoy, possesses a

clear understanding of his subject and

a simplicity of expression that makes

his novel a real contribution to Rus-

sian literature, as well as a picture of

‘Russlan life valuable for the light it

throws on that period of the country’s

history. The character of the pre-war
period, its low moral tone, the riotous
living of the well-to-do middle class,
the feverish modernism of the in-
tellectuals, is drawn with unsparing
honesty and yet with compassion. The
same elements are evident in the re-
production of Russian life in wartime
by a series of graphic studies, force-
ful, exact, now in the trenches, now in
the capital, now in the factories. The
narrative is councluded by a vivid de-
piction of Moscow and Petrograd in
the early stages of the Revolution.
Through the small group of char-

acters with which the narrative is im-
mediately concerned, the author has
succeeded in giving an impression of
Russian life in a nationalized aspect,
and in separating significant currents
of thought from the mental confusion
of that period. His method is one of
realistic detail, and the effect is that
of a painting on a broad canvas. Seen
cloge at hand it emphasizes one figure,
one color. At a distance, however, the
relation of the part to the whole is
made clear, and the canvas is seen in
the full sweep of its proportions. For
this reason, The Road To Calvary adds
to its interest as a well-written nar-
rative the deeper interest of its nation-
al significance, and the suggestive
analysis of events leading up to that
momentous affair—the Russian Revo-
lution.

LETTER FROM YENCHING
THANKS WELLESLEY
FOR GIFT
A letter has come from Yenching,
written the day the word arrived that
over $700,000 was her share of the
$2,000,000 fund raised by American col-
leges for the Orient. The letter, which
was sent to the Woman’s Board of Mis-
sions in Boston, is of particular inter-
est to Wellesley because Yenching is

her sister college, and she was a gen-
erous contributor to this fund.

“It meant a mnew campus full of
buildings,” writes Mrs. Alice Browne
Frame, of Yenching, “It meant dor-
mitories and a science building and a
gym and the other buildings we have
been needing so tremendously. . . .
It meant that in a year or two we can
say goodbye to leaky roofs and walls
that tumble down, to icy floors and
impossible sanitary conditions. It
meant that more fine girls can go to
college and get ready to tackle the
huge problems that China faces today.
It meant that the very lifeblood that
some of you have been putting into
this Building Fund for these seven col-
leges has not been given in vain.”

The letter closes with a description
of the joy of the students and an ex-
pression of gratitude to the colleges
of America which made this possible.

CAMPING PARTY TO GO TO THE
RANGELY LAKES-

A trip of more than usual interest,
through one of the loveliest sections
of New England, is being planned by
Miss Margaret Dodd of the Wellesley
College Physics Department for any
students who want a week of genuine
camping at the end of the college year.
The party will take the hoat for Port-
land on the night of June 20, and from
there proceed directly to the Rangely
Lakes. This line of travel lies, by lake
and trail, across Mooselookmeguntic
lake, up !the Kennebago stream,
through virgin wilderness, and up
Bald Mountain. Thig itinerary com-
prises many other points of beauty
and interest of}en# overlooked by
campers in this district. Membership
in this party is open to any student.
Those interested should apply to Miss
Dodd for further information.

SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIATION HAS
CONFERENCE AT WELLESLEY

The Association to Aid Scientific
Research met at Wellesley, Friday
and Saturday, April 27 and 28, A
dinner was given at the Guest House
on Friday evening in honor of the
delegates, and President Pendleton
held a luncheon on Saturday, followed
by a reception at Tower Court in the
afternoon in homor of Dean Ada L.
Comstock of Smith College, president-
elect of Radcliffe College.

The delegates represented Bryn
Mawr, Mount Holyoke, Barnard,
Brown, University of Pennsylvania,

Radcliffe, Goucher, Vassar, and Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology.
Wellesley’s representatives were
President Bllen I, Pendleton and
Professor Mary W. Calkins.

John A. Morgan & Co.

PHARMACISTS
Shattuck Building Est. 1901

MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 13th, 1923

It is a good many years since
Mother hustled us upstairs to
bed; read us our good night
stories; heard our prayers;
kissed us good night; and then
tucked us into bed. Those days
are gone, but to many of us
who are fortunate, Mother is
still here with us, and on this
day we are anxious to do some-
thing to let her know that we
still love and appreciate her for
the good old days and her care
of us.

See that Mother has one of
the special Page & Shaw

‘Mother’s Day Packages

Let us send the package for you

Phone Wellesley 674
For instant service
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From my personal research, | knew that women like my great grandmother and my
grandmother had been very important in the establishment of Yenching College for
Women, and my thesis was that the Yenching Women’s College was in turn, very
important for the establishment and success of Yenching University as a whole.

So what | have been doing in the Archives for 3 months is reviewing all the historical
documents in the Yenching Archives from 1916 —when the 3 Christian colleges in
northern China started talking about uniting to form one university—until 1937—
when the Japanese invasion forced the campus to close and the University moved to
Chengdu for a year.

| have found letters and telegrams to and from China and the Board of Trustees in
New York, minutes of the Board of Managers in Beijing, minutes of faculty meetings,
correspondence with building supply companies, financial information about the
exchange rate, budgets, architectural plans, published college catalogues, yearbooks,
etc. It’s been fascinating.

So what have | discovered? And how has what | have found changed my initial
thesis?

First, | have discovered evidence of the influence of the Yenching College for Women
on the establishment of Yenching University. In at least 5 ways.

1. The name of Yenching University in English. In 1917, three Christian colleges
merged—one named Peking University. Others didn’t like the fact that the new
union college kept the old name (and the old president!) In 1920 when the
women joined the united college, they called their college the Yenching
College for Women in both English and Chinese. Not until 1925 did the
University as a whole adopt the English name of Yenching Universiy. Here’s the
original logo and school motto:




2. Finances. As | mentioned, a group that called themselves American Christian
Women of which my great-grandmother was a leader, raised USS3million for 7
Christian colleges for women in Asia, one of which was Yenching College for
Women. After my grandmother’s experience teaching at Yenching, my great-
grandmother persuaded the group to give the largest share to Yenching
College for Women—US$600,000! This was enough to build all the women’s
buildings—the Russian building, the NanBeilou (Fgit4%), the women’s
dormitories—now Yenching Academy, and they had enough left over to build
the chemistry building and contribute to the library (now the Archives), which
were used by both men and women. They also paid 1/3 of all the operating
expenses for the university.

3. Influence abroad. The women were powerful influencers in the US.
Remember, this was the time when women in the US got the right to vote and
were pushing amendments to the Constitution, etc. They had enormous
influence on their husbands, on public opinion and on the country as a whole.
Many of the men who are praised for their contributions to Yenching
University had very strong wives behind them pushing them to contribute!

4. Chinese faculty and language for instruction. From the beginning, the
Women’s college had a higher proportion of Chinese to foreign faculty
members than did the Men’s college. Also many of the courses offered at the
Women’s College were taught in Chinese. Some of the girls that came to the
Women’s college had very limited English. The Women’s college established a
YuKe (¥i#}) school to train these girls in English, but at the same time, these
women students were able to take subject courses in Chinese. In the Men’s
college a majority of the faculty were foreign and so almost all the courses
were taught in English at first. But with the women leading the way, eventually
over 2/3 of the faculty at the University were Chinese and most of the courses
were offered in Chinese or were bilingual.

5. Excellent Faculty. Many of the professors in the Men’s College were women,
and quite a few were “borrowed” from the Women’s College. My grandmother
is an example. She not only taught chemistry in the Women’s College, she also
taught organic chemistry in the Men’s college and Chemistry to both men and
women at the Peking Union Medical College.

Second, | learned personally that my great-grandmother role in this project was
much greater than | had thought. In reports by the Dean of the Women’s College, |
found that Corabel was the Chairman of the Promotion Committee of the New York-
based Yenching College Committee for the Women’s College throughout the mid-



1920s. Every year the Dean praises her by name for her tireless efforts on behalf of
the Women'’s College raising funds and making friends for the university. The reports
also continue to wish for funds to come to build a gymnasium for the women, as they
have no place to exercise during the bitter cold winters. Finally, in 1929, my great-
grandmother finally finds someone to donate to the gym. Guess who? Yes, her
husband!

| discovered that my great-grandmother was not only on the Board for the Women’s
College, she was one of a very few women on the Board of Trustees for Yenching
University until she died in 1937! (not her husband)

How has this changed my initial thesis? It has confirmed my suspicions that Women
made a big difference on the establishment and success of Yenching University.

Let me end this part of the talk by sharing with you what I've found about my great
grandmother. As the secretary of the International YWCA, Corabel was invited to
speak all over America about the status of women in the world. She is quoted in this
1890 newspaper report “Christian Young Women” covering the 3™ annual
convention of the YWCA.
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“When woman began to realize her individuality she began to reach out her hand to
do something for other women, and to help mankind generally.” This was her driving
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force from the time she was young—about your age. She wanted women to
recognize their identity and their ability to serve—to change the world. Like
Yenching’s motto: Freedom through truth for service.

She raised daughters who went fearlessly out into the world—two as scientists (a
biologist and a chemist) and one as a journalist. Her granddaughters, like my mother,
became professors and scientists. Her great-granddaughters, like me and my cousin
Ginny, became lawyers, business women, professors, and archivists. Who knows
what her great great-granddaughters, like my daughter, will accomplish?

And look what has happened to the work she began by supporting the Yenching
College for Women! Corabel died in 1937. She would have LOVED to know that the
building she and her husband built and the women’s dorms she raised money for
have become the center for students from around the world to learn more about
China. And that it’s called the Yenching Academy. (There are quite a number of
women Yenching Fellows, too, | noticed!)

What does this story tell us about the study of history? First of all, it's not always
just “history” —dig deep and you’ll find that it could be “her-story.” | am glad they
honored Corabel as well as William at the Opening Ceremony in 1929.
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In every official document from 1920 through the early 1930s, the history of
Yenching University includes the Yenching College for Women joining the three male
colleges in 1920. [history] UNTIL 1936!! In the “Historical Statement in the 1936
Guidebook for Students there is no mention at all about the Women’s College! So
her-story was buried—until now!

Don’t settle for the current view of an historical situation or a surface explanation. Go
to original documents and find out what was really going on. Then make your own
conclusions.

Second, and this is for everyone here: what you do with your life matters. You may
not live to see the result of your efforts, but history tells us that what you do makes a
difference. Corabel in her 20s could have no idea that her work on behalf of
educating women would some day be part of Peking University. My grandmother
could never have imagined that her pioneering work in teaching women students to
exercise, play basketball and volleyball would be part of a movement that would
make Chinese women athletes number one in the world! You have no idea the
impact of what you do in your life will have on the world. So believe in yourself. Live
your passion. Freedom through truth for service.

Thank you!

Q&A

If you have time, we can look at some photos of the campus—then and now.
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2019 Map of Peking University campus

1931 Map of Yenching University
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